PREFACE
If it was bliss to be alive in India in the early 1920's, it was
heavens to be young. Madduri Annapoornaiah was not only alive
but young at that time. Born in March 1899, he was nearly 21 in
December 1920, when he threw up his studies and jumped into the
struggle for freedom.
The Gandhian hurricane was sweeping everyone and everything
before it. The Boycott call had drawn thousands of young persons
away from schools and colleges. Madduri Annapoornaiah had to
take his B.A., Final exam a few months hence. But he could not
wait for his Degree to respond to his heart's dictates. In any case
whoever needed an Academic Degree for struggling and sacrific-
ing in the course of one's National Independence? He was young.
He-never took the exam - and never looked back. For about 14
years he was sentenced and locked behind prison bars out of the
approximately 33 years that he Ijved after December 1920. He died
at a comparatively young age of 55 in September 1954.
A legend in his life time, he was among the foremost who founded
the socialist movement and party in Andhra and South India. In jail
when the congress socialist party was launched in 1934, be lost no
time, after his release, in organising a branch in Andhra. The
Rajahmundry 1936 conference of Andhra Provincial congress so-
cialist party elected him as its provincial secretary, with communist
leader P. Sundarayya as one of the joint secretaries. He started the
first socialist journal, 'NAVASAKTI1 in Telugu.
Behind prison bars for most of the war period, he was again
elected provincial secretary of Andhra Pradesh socialist party in
1948.
I could not help hearing him after I was elected to the National
Executive in 1947, and started moving into the national arena. More
so after I was elected as one of the national joint secretaris of the
party in 1948.1 eagerly looked forward to meeting him, when I set